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100% ELECTRIC VEHICLE READINESS

A City of Austin Program
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“ The comforts of home are evolving with new technology, from the living 
room to the garage. Whether they drive electric vehicles today or sometime 
in the future, we are ready to help each owner charge with ease.” 
 
— John L. Needham, Principal, Riverside Resources 



CASE STUDY
FIFTH & WEST RESIDENCES

100% ELECTRIC VEHICLE READINESS

INVESTING IN RESIDENT CHOICE

Fifth & West is a 39-story high-rise building with 154 luxury condo units 
above a 277-space parking garage located in downtown Austin. The developers 
are accommodating potential residents’ personal vehicle choices, a decision 
that increasingly includes electric vehicles (EVs). Most EV drivers prefer the 
convenience of charging at home. However, some barriers impact charging 
availability, especially when parking spaces are assigned. The EV movement 
presents developers with a challenge to meet current needs and also plan for the 
future. The developers of this project chose to future-proof the parking garage by 
making 100% of the parking spaces ready for electric vehicle charging stations.  

HOW THEY DID IT

The parking garage was divided into EV infrastructure zones. A centrally located 
junction box provides service to each zone. An additional 150 kVA transformer 
supplements the excess capacity of the building transformers to provide a total 
service capacity of 300 kVA dedicated to EV charging.  

EASY FOR CONDO OWNERS

For a condo owner, the developer’s advance planning facilitates charging station 
installation. A resident simply purchases an EV charging station, runs conduit 
and wire to the nearest junction box, and purchases the sub-meter.  The sub-meter 
reads the electric consumption of their charging station and ties into the building 
management system. Residents are then billed for electric consumption of  
both their condo unit and parking spot. Condo owners are eligible to receive a  
Plug-In EVerywhereSM residential charging station rebate from Austin Energy to 
help offset installation costs.

AN ELECTRIC FUTURE

Reliable access to electric vehicle charging is essential for EV ownership. Electric 
vehicles give owners an affordable way to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, create 
jobs and contribute to a sustainable future. Planning for infrastructure helps to 
speed the electrification of our transportation system.

PROJECT PROFILE

Zip Code » 78701
Neighborhood »  Downtown – Market District
Building Area » 328,000 sq.ft.
Parking Garage » 170,000 sq.ft. 
Developer » Riverside Resources
Architect » GDA Architects
MEP Engineer » Bay and Associates

Austin Energy is the nation’s 7th largest public 
power utility serving more than 470,000 
customers and more than 1 million residents. 
The utility’s mission — to safely deliver clean, 
affordable and reliable energy along with 
excellent customer service — has guided 
Austin Energy in powering the community and 
supporting the region’s growth since 1895. 

Austin Energy develops innovative solutions  
to support vehicle electrification and emerging 
technologies while also pursuing the goal  
of achieving carbon-free power generation  
by 2050. 

Austin Energy Green Building cultivates 
innovation in building and transportation 
for the enrichment of the community’s 
environmental, economic and human  
well-being.

»  All 277 resident parking spaces 
ready for EV charging stations

»  17% of condo pre-sales requested  
EV charging 

»   Austin Energy rebate offsets a 
portion of costs for condo owners 

»  Industry-wide, EV drivers do more 
than 80% of their charging at home

»  EVs growth rate In Austin is nearly 
200% over the last few years

KEY FACTS:

Location » 811 Barton Springs Rd., Suite 400
Austin, TX 78704
Mail » 721 Barton Springs Rd., Austin, TX 78704
Phone » 512.482.5300
E-mail » greenbuilding@austinenergy.com
Web » greenbuilding.austinenergy.com
Facebook » facebook.com/aegreenbuilding

www.greenbuildingsystem.austinenergy.com/DirectoryofGBProfView.aspx?OrgID=681
https://www.greenbuildingsystem.austinenergy.com/DirectoryofGBProfView.aspx?OrgID=722
hyperlink to https://www.greenbuildingsystem.austinenergy.com/DirectoryofGBProfView.aspx?OrgID=294

